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4 Dacembery 1963%

HEMOR ANDUM

SUBJECT: Summary of Terrorist Activities in Venezumela
During Noveaber 1043

1. Venezuelun Communist terrorists have been using
violence for some time to atetain the ouster of the demo-
cratic govermment of President Betancourt, They used the
samo method in unsuccessful attempts to sabotage the }
December elections, and they can he expected to use thelr
extremist measures in the next few wanths in trying to
prevent the lnauguration of President-alect %aul Leoni
en 2 March 1964,

Z. During Novesber 1963, Vensiuelan terrorists simcd
principally at sabotaging or discrediting the elections,
Extraemist groups stepped up thelr activity im the latter
half of Yovember, reachin: z new ajl-time intensity be-
tween 13 and 22 November. Although the number of inci-
dents then dropped, some of the wost spectacular scts
sccurred after 27 Novesmber, These include the sendiny
of packaged bombs to the chief presidantial candidates
and & U5 Embassy official, the hijacking #f a Venezuelan
Avensda commerclial airliner, amd the kidmapping of Lt,
Col, James K. Chenault, Deputy Chief of the US Arry Hize
sien. Chenault has not yet heen released, The greup
whieh hijacked the plane drepped snti-election 1eaflets
from it and them ferced the pilot to fly te Trinildad.

3, The bulk of the attascks were on police and mili-
tary installations and personmnel, on political parties
and thelr headquarters, candidates and rallies, and o»
public communication szud tramsportation facilities, At~
teacks on US-ewned prepertiy were numercus, Ameng the LU0
ewnad targets were instajllatiens of Pan American Al raays,
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UPT News Agency, Fepsl Cela, Coca Colas, BaPent Corpors-
tion, Firestone Tire Company, 1AM Corperation, Colgate-
Palmolive Cospany, General Ulectric Compeny, oil conranies,
gasoline statiens, and supermarkets.

4, On 28 Hovowber the Venezuvwlan goversment announced
that it had found 2 3 ton terrorist arms cache warth ap-
proximately $350,000 on a beach in northern Venszuaeln., An
intensive study of the weapons has ylelded iscentrovertible
proof that they were of Cuban oriain, | 25X1

Venetuela scgused Cubz of

‘ £ érisTtence ia its internal affalrs, and 25X1
the OAS voted on 3 Decomber to investigate the matzer as
requested by Venaruela.
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